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SCOTTISH LAW COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT 2017

The Scottish Law Commission’s Annual Report 2017 is published today.
The Report outlines progress on the Commission’s law reform work during 2017.
The Chairman of the Scottish Law Commission, Lord Pentland, said:

“2017 was another successful and productive year for the Commission. We published
reports and draft Bills on three important branches of Scots private law: moveable
transactions, defamation and prescription. All are key areas of the law affecting many
people and organisations across Scotland at a practical level.

The work of law reform s of vital importance in ensuring that the lawis kept in tune with
modern values and with the thinking and outlook of today’s rapidly evolving society.”

The Chairman welcomes the passing of legislation in the Scottish Parliament in 2017 giving effectto
the Commission’s recommendations on third party rights in contract. The Report also highlights the
commitment of the Scottish Government to a Bill (introduced this month) to implement the
Commission’s recommendations in relation to the law of prescription as part of their legislative
programme for 2017-18. At Westminster legislation was passed on unjustified threats in intellectual
property, a project on which the Scottish Law Commission assisted the Law Commission for
England and Wales.

Lord Pentland looks forward to the Commission beginning work on its next programme of law reform
commencing in early 2018.

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. The Scottish Law Commission was set up in 1965 to promote the reform of the law of
Scotland. The Chairman is the Hon Lord Pentland, a Court of Session judge. The other
Commissioners are Caroline S Drummond, David E L Johnston QC, Professor Hector L MacQueen,
and Dr Andrew J M Steven. The Chief Executive is Malcolm McMillan.
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2. Further information can be obtained by contacting Malcolm McMillan, Scottish Law
Commission, 140 Causewayside, Edinburgh EH9 1PR (Tel: 0131 668 2131; emalil
info@scotlawcom.gsi.gov.uk).

3. The paper may be viewed on our website at https://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk
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